CHAPTER X

THE  CONFLICTING  RECEPTION   GIVEN  TO  THE DARKEST
ENGLAND  SCHEME

1890

WILLIAM BOOTH'S offer to grapple with the social problem
was greeted on the whole with generous enthusiasm, but
some particularly bitter and significant criticism was not
lacking. Since he saw fit to publish In Darkest England
and the Way Out immediately after Catherine Booth's
funeral he could not complain, we suppose, of the spirit in
which he was treated by those who disapproved of his
scheme. But it must strike the least reflective as curious
and interesting that men who never tired of attacking his
Salvationism for its want of dignity were the first to dis-
charge at him, in the grey and friendless dawn of his
widowerhood, arrows of outrageous criticism which were
feathered with scorn and tipped with acrimony.

We will not thrust upon the reader at the outset the
ferocious and malignant attack by Professor Huxley; it
will afford a truer idea of the criticism directed towards
this scheme if we quote from the more sober and respect-
able leading article which appeared in The Times on the
2Oth of October, 1900. It is somewhat disturbing, how-
ever, to find that pity for a man just risen from his wife's
grave, a man whose honesty and zeal the writer of this
article did not question, failed to check the employment in
his criticism of those veiled sneers and masked derisions
which have always rendered the controversial method of
political journalism so odious and so contemptible in the
eyes of liberal men.

The writer of the article begins in the following manner:

" General" Booth has been long enough before the world
as the founder of an eccentric religious organization. His re-
markable success in that character forbids us to doubt his
capacity for making a certain class of mankind believe in him.
He has even displayed talent in disciplining and governing
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